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Dear Brothers and Sisters:

The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies recently released its funding bill for fiscal year (FY) 25.
When the Railroad Retirement Board’'s (RRB) budget for FY 24 was finalized (six months
into the year), the approved budget was $126 million, reflecting a $2 million decrease
from FY 23. The agency, already understaffed, was forced to implement a hiring freeze
and make wholesale budget cuts. Although the subcommittee stated that it was
“prioritizing funding for early education, childcare, child welfare, and programs for seniors
and the disabled,” it is allocating just $100 million to the RRB, a decrease of another $26.0
million, which represents an almost 21 percent reduction from FY 24. As reported by RRB
News release, a budget cut of this proportion will directly impact the rail employees and
annuitants who have paid into the system their entire careers. The agency has requested
that Congress fund the agency at $172.331 million, because without a significant
increase, the agency will not be able to provide the rail community with the customer
services that it deserves. Additional information can be found at www.RRB.Gov.

Third Quarter System Council Staff Activity

e Attended California’s High Speed Rail Project and signing event for HDC Rail in
Palmdale, CA.

¢ Assisted UPRR’s Salt Lake City (Roper facility) and LU 650 with a change in start
time agreement.

e SC-2 staff assisted with the relocation of the SC-2 office, effective September 1,
2024.

“Our Business — Representation & Service”



Processed UPRR subcontracting notices.

Attended the monthly meeting of Local 618.

Assisted Shreveport LU 1829 with a disciplinary investigation.

Attended UPRR Medcor “On duty Injury pilot program meeting.

Attended UPRR RRP meeting.

Submitted and processed a Telecom Claim for the CrowdStrike outage.

Assisted Houston LU 1814 with a disciplinary investigation.

Assisted San Antonio LU 1911 with a disciplinary matter and leniency agreement.
Assisted San Antonio LU 1911 with an Intercraft transfer matter.

Attended meetings with the IBEW Railroad Department and Railroad System
Councils to discuss upcoming Freight negotiations and proposed Section 6 and
TA's.

Attended Public Law Board 7001 to present UPRR cases before Arbitrator Warren
Dent.

Attended meeting with UPRR to discuss the “Peer to Peer” development program.
Assisted Roseville LU 1682 with a disciplinary investigation.

Met with UPRR Mechanical Department to discuss alternative solutions to the
Carrier’s forced overtime practice.

Met with UPRR West Colton, CA Shop Director to discuss Engineering Department
Electrician pay rate adjustments.

Attended a Subcontracting Claims Conference meeting with UPRR Labor
Relations.

Throughout the Third Quarter, the System Council staff remained busy assisting
Local Union members with day-to-day issues and the progressing of claims and
discipline appeals.



In solidarity, | am

Fraternally

im Wisniski
General Chairman



